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DETAILED ACTION 
SPECIFICATION 
Abstract 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of its length. An Abstract 
should be limited to no more than 150. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claim 1 is the independent claim under consideration in this Office Action. 
Claims 2-4 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Shozo 

(JP 1,260,052). 

Shozo teaches an embroidery frame mounting structure for an embroidery frame 
holding an embroidering fabric. The embroidery frame mounting structure comprises a 
mounting member 26 (figure 3, for example) which removably attach an embroidery 
frame 36, 37 (figure 7, for example) to a base frame. The mounting member 26 is 
adjustably mounted to a positioning member 25 fixed to the base 24 frame at a 
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predetermined position. Wherein said mounting member is attached to the base frame 
via the positioning member and is mounted where it is adjustable relative to the 
positioning member. The embroidery frame is mounted to the mounting member and is 
removably mounted to the base frame via the positioning member by providing a loosely 
fitted screw 28 in a hole of the mounting member. The screw 28 further, fixes the 
mounting member and the positioning member onto the base frame in a fixed manner. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tajima et al. (JP 8,311,762). 

Tajima et al. teach an embroidery frame mounting structure for an embroidery 
frame holding an embroidering fabric. The embroidery frame mounting structure 
comprises a mounting member 17a and 17b (figure 4, for example) which removably 
attach an embroidery frame 16 to a base frame. The mounting member 17a/b is 
adjustably mounted to a positioning member 25,26, and 27 fixed to the base 15 frame at 
a predetermined position. Wherein said mounting member is attached to the base 
frame via the positioning member and is mounted where it is adjustable relative to the 
positioning member. The embroidery frame is mounted to the mounting member and is 
removably mounted to the base frame via the positioning member, which comprises a 
loosely fitted screw in a hole of the mounting member. The screw 28 further, fixes the 
mounting member and the positioning member onto the base frame in a fixed manner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shozo 
in view of Sakakibara (5,353,725) and over Tajima et al. in view of Sakakibara. 

Shozo and Tajima et al., each, disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 
See above for specific explanations of the structural details of these documents. Briefly, 
each Shozo and Tajima et al. teach structure for attaching an embroidery frame onto a 
base frame where the structure includes a mounting member and positioning member. 
Further, the embroidery frames of each Shozo and Tajima et al. include connection 
means for connecting the frames to the mounting members. However, neither Shozo 
nor Tajima et al. suggest providing fitting structures including magnets. 

Sakakibara illustrates a mounting member 13 and 14 and 19 and 21 for mounting 
an embroidery hoop 4 to a base frame 3 in an embroidery machine. The fitting structure 
further includes a magnet 22 and 20 for attracting the connection structure of the 
embroidery hoop. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct the connecting structure of the mounting members 
of Shozo and Tajima et al., each separately, as including magnets for attracting and 
attaching the embroidery hoop fitting structures and holding the embroidery hoop in 
place while the material is being embroidered. 
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PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Vickroy and Moore III illustrate embroidery hoop attaching 
structure. Goto illustrates embroidery hoop attaching structure including at least one 
magnet. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571) 272-4983/ The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance 
from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 5/1-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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